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DETAILED ACTION 

This Action is in regards to the Appeal Brief received on 08/09/2006. 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on 08/09/2006. Claim 1 has 
been amended. There are no newly added claims. Claims 1-30 are pending and 
represent a method and apparatus for "a Distributed Multipoint Conferencing." 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 12, 21 , and 25 have been 
carefully considered, but are not deemed fully persuasive. Applicant's arguments are 
deemed moot in view of the following new ground of rejection as explained here below, 
necessitated by applicants' remarks in the response to the Office Action dated 
06/05/2006. The dependent claims stand rejected as articulated in the Previous Office 
Action under the new reference below. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The references listed on the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 
06/28/2001 have been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449A). 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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4. Claims 6, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, and 28-30 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 10, 12-14, 17are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Pirich et al (Pirich), Patent No. 6,424,994 B1. 

Regarding claim 1, Pirich discloses a method for setting up a distributed 
multipoint conference among three or more endpoints without requiring centralized 
control either for signaling or for mixing media streams (figs. 2 a-d; see abstract and 
summary), the method comprising: 

establishing a connection between a plurality of endpoints, including at least a 
requesting endpoint and one or more other participating endpoints participating in a 
conference with the requesting endpoint (column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47- 
67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); 
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initiating a connection from the requesting endpoint to at least a third endpoint, 
the requesting endpoint identifying to the third endpoint the one or more other 
participating endpoints participating in the conference with the requesting endpoint 
(column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; 
column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); and 

the third endpoint directly establishing a connection between itself and the one 
or more other participating endpoints identified by the requesting endpoint, the third 
endpoint identifying the requesting endpoint to the one or more other participating 
endpoints (column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 
6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 4: Pirich discloses the method of claim 1 further comprising, in 
response to the initiation of the connection from the requesting endpoint, establishing a 
connection from the third endpoint to the requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, 
lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, 
lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 5: Pirich teaches the method of claim 1 , but fails to disclose a 
method in which initiating a connection comprises sending an H.323 setup request 
message that includes an identity of the one or more other participating endpoints (see 
Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1- 
67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67). 
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Regarding claim 7: Pirich teaches the method of claim 1 in which establishing 
the connection between the third endpoint and the one or more other participating 
endpoints comprises sending an H.323 setup request message that includes an identity 
of the requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47- 
67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 10: the combination of Fabybishenko-Falck discloses the 
method of claim 1 in which the initiating and establishing are repeated to form an N-way 
conference, where N is an integer greater than three (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; 
column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; 
column 8, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 12: the combination of Fabybishenko-Falck discloses a 
method of facilitating a multipoint conference among three or more endpoints, the 
method comprising: 

receiving from an requesting endpoint information comprising an invitation to 
establish a connection with the requesting endpoint, the invitation identifying one or 
more other participating endpoints participating in a conference with the requesting 
endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48- 
67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); and 

directly sending to each of the other participating endpoints identified by the 
requesting endpoint an invitation to establish a connection and information identifying 
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the requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67; 
column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); and 

directly sending to each of the other participating endpoints identified by the 
requesting endpoint an invitation to establish a connection and information identifying 
the requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47- 
67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 13: Pirich discloses the method of claim 12 further comprising, 
in response to receiving an invitation from the requesting endpoint, establishing a 
connection with the requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, 
lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 
1-67). 

Regarding claim 14: Pirich discloses the method of claim 1 3 in which 
establishing the connection with the requesting endpoint is order independent from 
sending invitations to each of the other participating endpoints identified by the 
requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67; column 5, 
lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 17: Pirich discloses the method of claim 12 further comprising, 
in response to sending invitations to the other participating endpoints, receiving from 
each of the other participating endpoints information establishing a connection (see 
Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1- 
67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67). 
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Regarding claim 21: Pirich discloses a machine-accessible medium including 
instructions that, when executed, cause a machine to: 

directly receive from an requesting endpoint information comprising an invitation 
to establish a connection with the requesting endpoint and identifying one or more other 
endpoints participating in a conference with the requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 
2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, 
lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); 

directly establish a connection with the requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 
2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, 
lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); 

directly send to each of the other endpoints identified by the requesting endpoint 
an invitation to establish a connection and information identifying the requesting 
endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48- 
67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); 

directly receive from each of the other endpoints information establishing a 
connection (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48- 
67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); and 

mix a plurality of unicast streams received from the inviting and other endpoints 
to form a logical conference (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47- 
67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67). 
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Regarding claim 25: Pirich teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Hirni 
discloses a system comprising: 

a user interface configured to receive from a user of the application input 
identifying one or more endpoints to be called to form a conference and to present a 
plurality of media streams to the user in a format that suggests inter-relatedness of the 
streams; and 

H.323 protocol support for performing the following Internet Protocol (IP) 
telephony operations: 

(i) receive from an requesting endpoint information comprising an 
invitation to establish a connection with the requesting endpoint and identifying 
one or more other endpoints participating in a conference with the requesting 
endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 
48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); 

(ii) establish a connection with the requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 
2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; 
column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); 

(iii) send to each of the other endpoints identified by the requesting 
endpoint an invitation to establish a connection and information identifying the 
requesting endpoint (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47- 
67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1- 
67); 
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(iv) receive from each of the other endpoints information establishing a 
connection (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 2, lines 47-67;column 5, 
lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; column 8, lines 1-67); and 

(v) mix a plurality of unicast streams received from the inviting and other 
endpoints to form a logical conference (see Pirich; column 2, lines 10-12; column 
2, lines 47-67;column 5, lines 48-67; column 6, 1-67; column 7, lines 1-67; 
column 8, lines 1-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 3, 11, 18-20, 24, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Pirich, in view of Pearce et al (hereinafter Pearce) US Patent 
No. 7,079,495 B1. 

Regarding claim 2: Pirich teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Pirich 
discloses a method for setting up a distributed multipoint conference among three or 
more endpoints without requiring centralized control either for signaling or for mixing 
media streams, but does specifically disclose the details of a method in which "the 
connections between endpoints comprise connections that support unicast streams 
endpoints". 
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In the same field of endeavor, Pearce discloses "...To avoid sending unwanted 
messages to devices, a source device alternatively can transmit a unicast to each 
intended destination device. Each unicast is an individual data stream sent to the 
particular destination device. Unlike broadcast, the data stream is not forwarded to 
unintended recipients. However, a separate, but identical, data stream must be 
generated for each destination device. This is inefficient and consumes network 
bandwidth. In addition, extra processing power and memory is required at the source 
device to generate a message for each destination device..." [see Pearce; column 9, 
lines 13-22]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Pearce's teachings of a 
connection that supports unicast streams, with the teachings of Pirich, for the purpose 
of " . . .providing useful applications such s client summing multicast conferences 
between unicast and multicast devices, music on hold transmitted to multicast and 
unicast device, and silent monitoring of multicast calls by one or more unicast device..." 
as stated by Pearce in lines 25-20 of column 31 . By this rationale, claim 2 is rejected. 

Regarding claim 3: the combination of Pirich-Pearce discloses the method of 
claim 1 further comprising at each of the endpoints, mixing streams received from each 
of the other endpoints to form a logical conference (see Pearce; column 9, lines 50-67; 
column 10, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 11: The combination of Pirich-Pearce teaches the method of 
claim 1, in which initiating a connection to a third endpoint is performed in response to 
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input received from a user of an Internet Protocol telephony application (see Pirich; 
column 2, lines 60-67; column 3, lines 1-60). 

Regarding claim 18: the combination of Pirich-Pearce discloses the method of 
claim 12 further comprising mixing a plurality of unicast streams received from the 
inviting and other participating endpoints to form a logical conference (see Pearce; 
column 9, lines 1-67; column 10, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 19: the combination of Pirich-Pearce discloses the method of 
claim 18 in which the plurality of unicast streams include voice data or video data or 
both (see Pearce; column 9, lines 1-67; column 10, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 20: The combination of Pirich-Pearce teaches the method of 
claim 12, in which the receiving and sending are performed by an Internet Protocol 
telephony application (see Pearce; column 2, lines 60-67; column 3, lines 1-60). 

Regarding claim 24: The combination of Pirich-Pearce teaches the machine 
accessible medium of claim 21 in which the instructions are performed by an Internet 
Protocol telephony application (see Pearce; column 2, lines 60-67; column 3, lines 1- 
60). 

Regarding claim 26: the combination of Pirich-Pearce discloses the application 
of claim 25 wherein the application comprises a client application configured to be 
executed on a computer system associated with the user, the client configured to 
communicate with a remote server application to provide the user with IP telephony 
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functionality (see Pearce; column 2, lines 60-67; column 3, lines 1-60; see Pirich; 
column 5, lines 1-17). 

Regarding claim 27: the combination of Pirich-Pearce discloses the application 
of claim 25 wherein, if two or more of the unicast streams comprise audio information, 
the user interface is configured to overlay the audio streams to suggest inter- 
relatedness (see Pearce; column 2, lines 60-67; column 3, lines 1-60; see Pirich; 
column 5, lines 1-17). 



Conclusion 

7. Applicant's remarks in the Reply filed on 08/09/2006 necessitated the new 
ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS 
MADE NON-FINAL. The Examiner strongly anticipates a Final Rejection Office Action 
on the next response if amendments are not properly made to the claims to perhaps 
place them in condition for allowance. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gilles whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3914. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday and every other Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
9000. 

Jude Jean-Gilles 
Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 21 43 /^~^\ 
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